
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Types of Rocks 
Metamorphic 

Earth movements can cause rocks to be deeply buried or squeezed. As a 
result, the rocks are heated and put under great pressure. They do not 
melt, but the minerals they contain are changed chemically, forming 
metamorphic rocks. 

Sometimes, metamorphic rocks are formed when rocks are close to some 
molten magma, and so get heated up. 

 

Sedimentary 

A river carries, or transports, pieces of broken rock as it flows along. When 

the river reaches a lake or the sea, its load of transported rocks settles to the 

bottom. We say that the rocks are deposited. The deposited rocks build up in 

layers, called sediments. This process is called sedimentation. 

Examples: 

 Limestone 

 Chalk 

 Sandstone 

Igneous 

Molten (liquid) rock forms when rocks melt. The molten rock is called 
magma. When the magma cools and solidifies, a type of rock called 
igneous rock forms. 

Igneous rocks contain randomly arranged interlocking crystals. The size of 
the crystals depends on how quickly the molten magma solidified. The 
more slowly the magma cools, the bigger the crystals. 

 


